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Rose students serve Terre Haute
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Not many Rose-Hulman
students regularly venture into
the wider Terre Haute area,
but last Saturday brought a
massive change of pace.
About
350
students
traveled to 37 sites throughout Terre Haute to participate in this year’s Day of
Service, a project that encourages volunteers to give
back to the community.
“In a nutshell, we do [the
Day of Service] so that RH
students have an opportunity to get out and know the
TH community better, to
show their sense of citizenship and to foster a sense of
service,” Carey Treager Huber, Assistant Dean of Student Services and organizer
of the event, said.
Day of Service was a new
event when it launched last
year, and has already seen
remarkable growth. This
year’s 350-student turnout
exceeded last year by over
100 students.
“We were kind of anticipating the same turnout as
last year, but we had quite
a few more students sign up
so we had to find more projects,” Treager Huber said.

The projects themselves
are provided by various organizations within the Terre
Haute community, and can
vary widely from place to
place or year to year.
“There’s such a variety in
the projects and we like to
let student groups pick a project they take on, so I think
the variety is really great to
have,” Treager Huber said.
In addition to chores and
repair work, students work
with a variety of outreach
programs to improve the lives
of community members.
“The ones that are most
meaningful to me are the
ones we do with hospice and
visiting nursing associations,
and we had six of those sites.
We go to homes that have
someone in the home that is
receiving care from hospice
or visiting nursing associations,” Treager Huber said.
“It’s really meaningful to see
folks that live there that we
serve, that they’re so grateful
for the students to come and
help them do some yard work
or repairs in their home.”
Arcelor Mittal sponsored
the Day of Service, and
provided T-shirts and box
lunches to every student who
participated.

Sophomore biomedical engineering student Emily Eckstein completes cleaning a window during Saturday’s Day of Service. The Day of Service involved multiple student groups going to
various sites in the Terre Haute area to assist those in need.
Krystina Kamjorn • Modulus photographer

Steam leaks continue to plague Rose campus
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Students evacuated New
Olin Monday night in response to a fire alarm, but
with no fire in sight. Instead,
a steam leak from a ruptured
pipe triggered the alarm,
summoning fire trucks to
campus.
The incident, the latest in
a line of steam leaks spanning several years, caused
Facilities to tear up grounds
around Olin and Deming to
replace the pipe. The rupture
itself occurred beneath the
steps into New Olin, according to Pete Mobley, Director
of Buildings & Systems.
The leak into New Olin is
the second to be discovered

within a week. Work started
last week on a rupture in the
pipe that provides steam to
Deming. The age of the pipes
has been a recurring factor
in the leaks, according to
Mobley.
“We have a lot of old steam
lines, as old as 50 years, and
usually we’ll make the repair
and take it back to where the
piping is good and doesn’t
have the corrosion issues,”
Mobley said. “The long term
plan is to try to eliminate
that steam piping and use
boilers within the building,
but we haven’t had the funding to do that yet, so we’ve
had to deal with this from a
maintenance standpoint.”
The cost of the repair is

still uncertain, as the situation is still developing. However, budget items to shift
the campus to a per-building
boiler system have not yet
been funded.
In the mean time, workers
are trying to get the lines repaired as soon as possible.
“We’re looking to have the
steam back on to Deming
late tonight and to have the
road open sooner than that.
We’ve already replaced the
lines under the road, and
then we’ll complete the lines
to Deming,” Mobley said.
“The lines feeding BSB is
our focus tomorrow. We’ll be
working on backfilling and
regrading, and that’ll run
through next week.”

Workers continue the excavation and repair of the steam pipe
near Deming and across campus’s central road. This is the latest in a series of steam pipe failures on campus.
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
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Eyes on
IFC
Here’s what your Greek
community has been up
to:
Just a reminder that we
are still in a No Contact
Non Preference period.
That means that any

freshman male who did
not go Greek falls under
the No Contact rules
until November 9th.
Last weekend our entire
Greek system participated in the annual Rose
Day of Service which

News

reaches out to the Terre
Haute community and
helps people in need in
the community.
Have a great tenth week
everybody and good
luck preparing for finals!

Meet your Greeks

Name: Sara Telezyn
Sorority: Chi Omega
Year: Senior
Major: Biomedical
engineering major
Hometown: Terre
Haute, Indiana
Future: After graduation I hope to obtain a
job in the medical device industry designing
implants such as knees,
hips, plates, etc.
Accomplishments
while at Rose: I currently serve as President of Chi Omega and
previously served as
New Member Educator
and Community Ser-

vice Co-Chair. I am also involved in other
extracurricular activities such as Blue Key
Honor Fraternity, Career Fair Team, SWE,
and the Up Til Dawn committee.
When asked “What
was the biggest benefit
you received from going Greek here at RoseHulman?”: The best part
about going Greek here at
Rose is the opportunity to
get involved and the opportunity to be a leader on
campus. Being a part of
the Greek community has
provided me with teamwork and leadership skills
that will continue to help
me to excel after graduation.
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$ 99
large
pizza

1234 Wabash Avenue

Store Hours

Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

(812) 232-7272

News Briefs
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By Alex Mullans

Airbus A380 fleets grounded after
“significant” engine blowout

Passengers on Quantas Airlines flight QF34 yesterday were shocked
as one of the plane’s four Rolls Royce-made Trent 900 engines blew
out. The trouble began 15 minutes after takeoff from Singapore, when
passengers reported hearing an explosion and seeing parts of the skin
of the wing peel off. “This issue, an engine failure, has been one that we
haven’t seen before. So we are obviously taking it very seriously, because it is a significant engine failure,” said Quantas CEO Alan Joyce.
Quantas has an exemplary safety record and has grounded its 6-plane
fleet of A380s until a full investigation can be completed.

Parcel bombs sent to world leaders

Two men in central Athens were arrested Monday after being found
with parcel bombs addressed to the Belgian embassy in Greece and
to French President Nicolas Sarkozy. Investigators in Germany also
found a package destined for Chancellor Angela Merkel’s office with
a bomb inside. The explosive devices were concealed in books. The
findings, in combination with the threats from last week’s air-cargo
bombs that originated in Yemen, have led to increased postal security
in Germany and the United Kingdom. “There appears to be a new terrorist offensive,” Jan Techau, a research adviser at the NATO Defense
College in Rome, said in an interview. “For a long time things had been
quieter due to the high intensity of pursuit that extremists were subject
to.”

California violent video game ban
goes to Supreme Court

“What’s a deviant violent video game? As opposed to… a normal violent video game?” That question, posed by U.S. Supreme Court justice
Antonin Scalia, framed a large part of Tuesday’s debate on the constitutionality of California Assembly bills 1792 & 1793, which seek to ban
the sale and rental of violent video games to minors. Several lowerlevel federal courts have already struck down the law, and it is now
hotly contested within the Supreme Court. Chief Justice John Roberts
stood with Justice Alito and Justice Breyer in favor of the law. Alito
suggested that “seeing [gratuitous violence] graphically portrayed”
was something worth regulating. The debate is not expected to end in
the near future.
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“Farnsworth” suffers from opening night jitters, and then some

Eli Baca • staff writer
Every quarter the Rose Drama
Club puts on a production that
they’ve worked on and this Fall
Quarter was no different. The latest production, The Farnsworth
Invention, opened Tuesday night
to a decently sized crowd, and
will continue until Saturday. The
Thorn’s very own Colin DeClue
stars in the production, as well as
some familiar faces from around
campus, but this isn’t a glowing
review about how each and every
person should star on Broadway;
this is a review by an un-biased
reviewer.
The Farnsworth Invention is a
tale about the invention of television—but that’s not really what
it’s about: it’s a tale of two men
trying to create something that
was “impossible” and getting so
wrapped up in it that they lose almost everything. Originally created by Aaron Sorkin (A Few Good
Men, The Social Network), the
play is more about the dialogue
than anything else—Sorkin’s way
with words is almost unmatched
in the industry—and if the audience misses a line, they may miss
a major thematic device. The at-

traction to the play is easy to see
from a Rose student’s perspective—hello, television!—and the
play itself was probably far reaching for the Rose Drama Club.
Opening night is always littered with missed cues and oopsmoments, but this opening night
was more like a decent dress rehearsal than an actual night at
the theater. It seemed like the
lights and the actors were never
on the same timeline—a minor
thing for the first act, but when
it continues and becomes painfully obvious that the lights are
not working correctly, somebody
messed up. The actors may have
been at fault for some of the lighting issues, but it just seemed like
the timing was off.
This lighting dilemma could
also have had to do with the timing of the actors. Sorkin’s writing
is swift—his dialogues are more
reminiscent of the Gilmore Girls’
rapid fire style than to regularperson-speak, and while most of
the actors were able to talk this
fast, they may have talked too
fast, thus throwing off the timing.
The other side to this fast paced
speaking is the actual speaking
of the words; many of the actors

had trouble
getting their
lips to move
fast enough
and
wrap
their mouths
around
the
words completely. The
volume
of
the actors Colin DeClue (left) plays Philo Farnsworth,
was good—
no micro- while Chris O’Daniel (right) plays David Sarnoff
http://darkhose.com
p h o n e s
needed—but sometimes volume
was given precedent over pro- until Saturday to really get their
nunciation, and in a play that groove on, as many students will
centers on the dialogue, this just probably want to take their dads
to the Dad’s Day production.
can’t happen.
Some of the actors seem to fit The play is good for the technitheir parts perfectly, while oth- cally inclined, and if the students
ers just seemed out of place, and can fix the problems, then The
some of the scenes were hard to Farnsworth Invention will be a
watch because it just seemed like good option for those trying to get
there weren’t enough rehearsals. out of homework and show their
Also, changing the scene in the dads around. So go out and supmiddle of a conversation, where port your Drama Club, take your
the audience can see (and hear) floor or your friends and have a
the moving of the set is, well, dif- couple laughs—just don’t expect
Broadway. They’re engineers, reficult for the audience.
But! The Farnsworth Inven- member?
Review rating: 2.5 elephants
tion isn’t a disaster; it just wasn’t
what it could’ve been for opening night. Luckily, the Club has

“Fallout: New Vegas” expands nicely on “Fallout 3”
Colin DeClue
entertainment editor
“Fallout: New Vegas” is a
sequel to “Fallout 3,” which
was made by Bethesda, rather
than Black Isle, the people
who made “Fallout 1” and
“Fallout 2.” “New Vegas,”
however, was made by Obsidian under direction from
Bethesda, and many of the
people who worked for Black
Isle during the “Fallout”
days now work for Obsidian.
That’s slightly confusing, but
the point is this: “Fallout:
New Vegas” feels more like a
“Fallout” game than “Fallout
3.”
The “Fallout” series takes
place in post-apocalyptic
America. The story goes that
during the 1950’s, the world
was destroyed by nuclear war.
Many people survived the
initial bombs and subsequent
fallout by staying in underground “vaults” produced by
the fictional “VaulTec” corporation. Centuries later, people
emerged to find a wasteland

Xander Huff • monkey writer
The downbeat acid jazz duo of
Thievery Corporation have been
churning out grooves for around
15 years now, so it seemed time to
put out a compilation, “It Takes a
Thief.” This collection comes after five albums and includes both
the necessary “Lebanese Blonde”
(as heard on the Garden State
soundtrack) as well as 15 other
highlights. Interestingly enough,
no tracks from their debut have
a feature here, while at least
three come from their other four
releases. For new listeners, “It

inhabited by strange creatures. The atmosphere combines the cheerful optimism
and overarching fear of nuclear war of the 50’s with the violence and desperation found
in a post-apocalyptic wasteland. Grim humor and horrors unimagined can be found
in the “Fallout” wasteland.
Gameplay-wise, there’s not
much changed from “Fallout
3.” It’s the same engine and
the same combat system. The
main differences come in the
new hardcore mode, where
your character must eat and
drink periodically throughout
the game, or else you die. In
non-modified (or “Vanilla”)
New Vegas, this hardcore
mode is rather easy, though
there are already modifications made for the PC version
to make hardcore mode a little more hardcore.
The main differences between “Fallout 3” and “New
Vegas” are in the feel of the
game. With a good portion of
the team responsible for the
original games, Obsidian was

Takes a Thief” will be an acceptable introduction to Thievery
Corporation’s signature fusion of
trip-hop, lounge, and world music. Those who are familiar with
the group can still find interest
in the one non-album track “The
Passing Stars” which happens to
be one of the last recordings of
the vocalist heard on “Lebanese
Blonde” before she killed herself 5 years ago. If you’re a fan of
Massive Attack, you need to listen to this album.
Focus Tracks: Lebanese
Blonde, Sound the Alarm, Until
the Morning, Air Batucada

able to get closer
to the atmosphere
created in those
games, which is
what made the
games so popular
in the first place.
The stark violence of the postapocalyptic world
is combined with
absurd humor, to
produce moments
like
“No-Bark
Noonan,” a village idiot, ranting
about an invisible Chupacabra Combine this style of 50’s optimisim, with
with an automatic giant mutant rats, and you have “Fallout.”
http://bit-tramp.com
weapon murdering Brahmin (twoheaded cows) in the middle more subtle, such as finding a
of the night. As it turns out, bathtub with a skeleton and a
he’s not far from the truth. toaster inside.
It’s actually a giant mutant
Besides
releasing
fun
person called a “Night Kin” games, Obsidian is also known
with a minigun. If you follow for releasing games with nohim around, you can hear him ticeable bugs, and “Fallout:
complain about the Brahmin New Vegas” is no exception.
yelling at him psychically as Sometimes it’s simple things,
he tries to sleep. Other at- like heads turning in ways
mospheric anomalies are they’re not supposed to, or

Movies:
Saw 3D
127 Hours
Megamind
http://worldsdown.net

Review rating: 3.5 elephants

Music:
Neil Diamond
Dreams

NPCs (Non-Player Character) melting into the ground.
At worst, these break the immersion, so they’re not a dealbreaker. There were, however, some more serious bugs
when the game was released,
the most noticeable of which
was that quick saves and auto
saves didn’t save between
gaming sessions, which could
cost gamers a few hours of
play time, depending on how
much they play in one sitting.
There have also been reports
of quest-breaking glitches.
Overall, it should be easy to
tell if you’re going to like “Fallout: New Vegas” or not. If you
played and liked “Fallout 3,”
you’ll like “New Vegas.” If you
thought “Fallout 3” was okay,
but not as good as “Fallout” or
“Fallout 2,” then you’ll likely
enjoy “New Vegas” more. If
you hated “Fallout 3,” then
you won’t like “New Vegas.”
It’s fairly simple.
Review rating: 4 elephants

Taylor Swift
Speak Now
Games:
James Bond 007:
Blood Stone
(360, PC, PS3)
God of War: Ghost of
Sparta
(PSP)
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How To: Be a wingman

Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Most people probably won’t believe
me when I say I’m a shy person since I
typically write about my life for the entire
school to read. But when it comes to meeting people or talking to a guy I like, I am
like Fanny from Mansfield Park; I freeze
and would prefer to be alone forever than
suffer through a conversation that I find
embarrassing.
That’s why last weekend I agreed to let
my friend Brittany be a wingman for me,
facilitating a conversation with the guy
I liked and keeping him focused on me.
While nothing came from the night in
the end (when we met he left out the part
where he had a girlfriend), I learned a lot
that night that some of you might find
useful.
Wingmen often get a bad rap. Most girls
think of them as slime balls who are only
trying to get their friend laid. That may be
the case most of the time, but wingmen
can also make a night more enjoyable
for everyone. Since most girls travel in
pairs, the girl that isn’t the object of interest often feels left out, usually making her
friend less receptive to your advances.
Female wingman can also be quite
useful. They give their friend a chance to
approach their object of interest without
appearing too forward. By occupying the
people around the object of interest, it will
become natural for the friend and the object to talk.
The first part of being a good wingman
is sacrificing your own pursuits in favor
of your friends. You need to focus on the
person you are helping, observing the sit-

uation and seeing when your help might
be needed and when it isn’t.
Also, you can’t decide in the middle of
the evening that you are going to pursue
someone you are interested in and leave
your friend alone. Once you commit, it is
your duty to make sure your friend either
obtains their objective or aborts the mission themselves.
The second important part to being a
good wingman is to be friendly. You have
to be willing to chat up the target’s friend
so your friend can talk or to redirect the
target’s attention to your friend if they
wander. This can be achieved in a number
of ways, such as starting a topic that they
can both continue without you.
Throw all caution to the wind; who
cares if you make a fool of yourself while
being a wingman? The more you do, the
more your friend will be willing to help
you out when you need it.
The third part to being a wingman is encouraging your friend. Your friend might
need only a confidence boost to be able to
make a move on their own. Sometimes,
they only need you to remind them why
they are a catch or that they have game.
Even if your friend has less game than
your ten year old cousin, just telling them
they do may be enough for them to pull
something off.
Being a wingman isn’t easy; it take a
good friend to sacrifice their own pursuits
for those of a friend. However, the experience can also be rewarding. When you are
the wingman, you are more natural and
you may end up with a new friend or love
interest without even meaning to. Happy
Flying.

Follow every opportunity

Tim Boyer • sports editor
In my field of engineering, finding
a full-time job has turned into something that can’t happen right away.
Most companies I’m interested in don’t
really know who they need to hire until after the new year, leaving me and
classmates twiddling our thumbs (and
working on senior design) while we
wait for companies to figure out what
their need is. As I explored the fall
career fair many weeks ago, I found
myself simply handing out my resume
to companies and telling them I’ll see
them in the winter.
However, this fall, as I was waiting
in line for a company I was interested
in speaking with, a friend of mine who
had graduated last year approached
me to catch up with me. After our
short conversation, she returned to
her booth where she was representing her company. Only moments later,
she came back up to me, informing I
should stop her booth because something came up that day about her company about looking for someone in my
major. I thought that I might as well
considering I can’t really be picky in
this economy and with my GPA, and
so I will pursue every opportunity I
can.
When I stopped by the booth, my
friend was occupied and I spoke with
another representative who had no
knowledge of what the need for my
major was. Regardless, I handed over
my resume. The following Monday I
received an email requesting a phone
interview from this company. Still not

Discover KAUST
Full Scholarships for Science
and Technology Students
entering Masters and PhD
Programs

VISIT OUR
INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
Venue: Performing Arts Room
Hulman Union
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Refreshments will be served

Scholarships for Science and Engineering students
Complete a Master’s or Ph.D. program with full tuition, housing, living stipend, medical insurance and relocation support.
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knowing what the position was, I replied asking for a description of the
position before I would accept the interview. I found the position appealing
and set an interview for the following
Thursday, the first day of fall break (8
days after the Career Fair).
The phone interview went very well
and less the two hours after hanging
up the phone, I received an invitation
for a site visit. I signed up for a site
visit for the following weekend, only
10 days later.
The company who I was going to
visit was International Paper, a major paper product producer around
the world. Being unfamiliar with the
paper industry, I had no idea what to
expect from the site visit.
When I arrived in Myrtle Beach,
S.C., I was excited to learn about the
company. I only learned so much online and looked forward to learning
from the employees.
The entire 36 hours I was there was
jam packed with things to do, from interviews to group exercises to meeting
different employees from all over the
country, including sitting next to one
of the Vice Presidents of the company
at dinner the first evening.
Looking back, I was so glad my
friend approached me at the career
fair. I really came to like the company
over those 36 hours. I never envisioned
myself visiting a paper company, let
alone interviewing with them, but I
saw something I never would have had
I not pursued the opportunity.
Oh, and in case you were wondering,
I’m a civil engineering major.
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Opinions
I
8
Democrats’
defeat
disStaff view:
appointing, unsurprisssue

What is the
ing
for
their
supporters
Pentagon hiding?
Carly Baehr • opinions editor

Over 400,000. That’s the number
of classified U.S. documents concerning the war in Afghanistan that
WikiLeaks publicized about a week
ago. The Pentagon’s response? “News
organizations should be cautioned
not to facilitate the leaking of classified documents with this disreputable
organization known as WikiLeaks,”
according to Pentagon spokesman
Colonel Dave Lapan.
So I ask you, Mr. Lapan: why is
WikiLeaks a ‘disreputable organization?’ It turns out that in U.S.-military-speak that ‘disreputable’ means
‘we-don’t-like-you.’ Indeed, the Pentagon has done everything short of
threatening legal action to try and
prevent WikiLeaks from publishing
those documents.
Allowing WikiLeaks to publish its
newly obtained classified documents
could “provide a veneer of legitimacy to WikiLeaks,” continued Lapan.
That phrasing is bothersome, because
WikiLeaks is a legitimate news organization. Like conventional media outlets, they
uncover
classified
documents, and then
they publish them.
Yet, you don’t hear
the Pentagon claiming that CBS News is
‘disreputable’ and illegitimate.
Why is the Pentagon so afraid of the
documents WikiLeaks is releasing?
What’s hidden in those documents
that the American people shouldn’t
see? 18th-century politician Hugo
Black said it best: “The Founding Fathers gave the free press the protection it must have [to] bare the secrets
of government and inform the people.” The argument given most often
against the release of the documents
is that the Taliban will track down
and kill U.S.-friendly Afghan informants. It’s an argument that worked
the first time around, but not this

”

Concurring: 6
Dissenting: 4
Abstentions: 3

time: WikiLeaks redacted all informant names before releasing the documents. In fact, the ‘About’ page on
WikiLeaks.org says, “As the media organisation has grown and developed,
WikiLeaks has been developing and
improving a harm minimisation procedure. We do not censor our news,
but from time to time we may remove
or significantly delay the publication
of some identifying details from original documents to protect life and limb
of innocent people.”
Even more galling than the Pentagon’s non-argument is the announcement by a WikiLeaks lawyer
that U.S. government officials have
been given access to documents that
are as-yet unpublished. It made this
offer for the same
reason it eventually
redacted the names
itself: to protect the
lives of innocent
people whose names
are listed in the documents. The Pentagon’s response: “The
Department of Defense will not negotiate some ‘minimized’
or ‘sanitized’ version of a release by
WikiLeaks of additional U.S. Government classified documents. The
Department demands that nothing
further be released by WikiLeaks,
that all of the U.S. Government classified documents that WikiLeaks
has obtained be returned immediately, and that WikiLeaks remove
and destroy all of these records from
its databases.”
So I ask again, what is the Pentagon
hiding? More and more, it sounds like
something the American people need
to know.

What’s hidden
in those documents that the
American people
shouldn’t see?

As a liberal Democrat, I was disappointed by the loss of the House of
Representatives to the Republicans
and the reduction of the Democratic
majority in the Senate to a mere 51
Senators (including the two Independents who caucus with the Democrats).
I was not, however, surprised.
During the last
two years, the Democrats have consistently failed to
pass their intended
legislation despite
the fairly impressive majorities they
had had for the last
two years in both
houses of Congress.
The legislation they
did pass had been
so watered down by
compromise
with
Republicans, who
were largely uninterested in bipartisanship, that even
the Democrats in favor of it were
disappointed. The stimulus that
eventually passed was too small and
failed to make the impact expected
on the economy; consequently, the
continuing recession became the
Democrats’
fault.
The health care bill
started out not very
strong, and then got
weaker when the
Democrats removed
the public option and
everything else Congressional
Republicans didn’t want,
leaving behind a bill
that no one liked.
In 2008, Barack
Obama and the Democratic candidates for
Congress made campaign promises to change things in
Washington, promises that for the
most part they failed to make good on.
As a result, the Democratic Party not
only angered conservative Americans,

”

who thought their policies too liberal,
but also alienated their base. Those
who carried them into office have been
forced to deal with the fact that conservatives are apparently able to prevent us from passing any legislation
despite an almost-filibuster-proof Senate majority.
Even though Obama and the Democrats have been blaming Republican “Party of No”
roadblocking
for
their failure, the
Democratic Party
needs to accept that
some of the blame
lies
with
them.
What should have
happened in January of 2008 was the
Democrats should
have stood together
to fulfill their campaign
promises.
Obama should have
given up on the unachievable ideal of
bipartisanship and told Democrats
to stop bickering and fix the economy. Liberals should have fought
back against the surge of Tea Party
supporters and defended their principles against conservative attack.
Maybe if the Democrats had been
stronger and done
what they thought
was right instead of
pandering to Republicans, we would have
a nearly recovered
economy, a reformed
health care system,
a fairer campaign financing system, and
majorities in both
houses.
Conservatives
fought hard against
every piece of legislation the former Democratic majority tried to pass. Those
of us who were hoping for the change
that Obama promised just have to
hope that next time, the Democrats
fight back.

The Democratic
Party not only angered conservative
Americans...but
also alienated their
base.

”

[Democrats]
made campaign
promises...that
for the most part
they failed to
make good on.

Neither party reflects the political
views of many Americans

John Lawrence • guest writer

I’m a semi-up-to-date, politically interested,
self-proclaimed intelligent student. When I look
to see who I want to vote for, and what candidates
speak to me, I am met with only despair.
Why is it that I am met with despair, you ask?
Both of our primary parties, the Democratic Party,
and the Republican Party, are both god-awful. I
don’t feel that I really identify with either of them.
Now I apologize preemptively for the generalizations that I’m about to make about each party, but
these are observations from what I have seen in
my life. First the Republicans: I find that socially,
the Republicans’ social positions are dubious at
best, and completely evil at worst. I find some of
the policies expounded by the Republican Party,
especially those dealing with the moral imperative of equal gay rights, and the practice of capital
punishment, abhorrent. I feel that religion and
government should remain separate on an insti-

tutional level and that scripture should not dictate how our government is run. On a financial
level I feel that I should agree with the Republican
Party. I feel that smaller government wouldn’t be
a bad thing and that the government shouldn’t interfere all that much in industry beyond playing a
regulatory role. In my experience, though, the Republican Party spends a lot of money and doesn’t
tax to maintain a balanced budget, pushing our
country further into debt. I find this sort of financial irresponsibility appalling.
The Democratic Party, on the other hand, I feel
that I can agree with socially for the most part;
however, I’m a bit dubious about affirmative action practices as I would like to believe they aren’t
as necessary now as they once were. On financial
policy, however, I fundamentally disagree with
the Democrats. I would rather not increase taxes
if possible, and that position encourages me to
vote Republican.
Holding a libertarian political philosophy

means that there are no candidates that match
my political perspectives exactly and either party
that I could vote for is the lesser of two evils. In
my district, the Republican candidates are very
conservative (MN-6 Michelle Bachmann), whereas the Democrats are more moderate, so I tend
to vote Democratic. But even though the Republicans took the House and the Democrats nearly
lost their majority in the Senate, Congress continues to be made up of a body of politicians who
don’t share my views—not that they’ll get anything done anyway.

Have opinions?

Send your rants and
observations to

thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

Sports
Yellow Jackets bring
down Engineers
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Kurtis Zimmerman
staff writer
Despite marking down two new records for the Rose-Hulman offense,
Saturday’s matchup against Defiance
College ended in a loss for the Engineers. The conference game saw
Rose-Hulman down 20-0 heading into
halftime, a lead they could never come
close to breaking.
On the first possession Defiance was
able to send the ball through the uprights, followed by a touchdown before
the quarter was through. Tom Foos
of the Yellow Jackets booted another
one for three points followed by a Rick
Powell to Andy Cessna connection met
with a scoreless first half for the Engineers.
In an attempt to stop the strong Defiance offense, senior mechanical engi-

neering student Scott Eaton recorded
11 tackles and one fumble recovery,
and junior mechanical engineering student Robbie Alumbaugh brought down
10stops.
Despite the best efforts of the defense and an impressive set of rushing
and passing figures from the offense,
the boys in red couldn’t master the red
zone. Sophomore civil engineering
student Kyle Kovach sprinted 59 yards
early in the third quarter to bring the
first score of the game for the Engineers, and a quick third-and-out from
Defiance put the ball back in Engineer
hands in a drive ending in sophomore
mechanical engineering student Terrae
Hall’s 10-yard score to bring the game
within two touchdowns.
After a forced turn over, Defiance recovered a Rose-Hulman football leading to an 85-yard sprint down the field

Sports Briefs

By Kurtis Zimmerman

to give Defiance a 34-14 lead. Powell
connected again, leading to a 71-yard
score that would be the last for the Yellow Jackets, bringing the game to a 4121 close.
Kovach recorded a 95-yard touchdown in retaliation that would be the
last score of the game, making his
rush the third-longest in Rose-Hulman history and helping bring him
over the 200 yard mark. Similarly,
senior mechanical engineering student Reed Eason became Rose-Hulman’s new leader in receiving yards
in the contest.
Defiance improved to 5-3 on the season and 5-1 in HCAC play while RoseHulman fell to 4-4 overall and 3-3 in
league contests. Next Saturday Cook
Stadium will feature the Rose-Hulman
Engineers hosting Anderson University in another conference game.

Engineer Scoreboard
Women’s Soccer
6 - 10 - 0 (3 - 3 - 0 HCAC)
Oct 30
Defiance College
Rose-Hulman

Men’s Basketball
0 - 0 (0 - 0 HCAC)
Nov 2—Exhibition
Indiana State
Rose-Hulman

1
2

Football
4 - 4 (3 - 3 HCAC)
Oct 30
Defiance College
Rose-Hulman

83
44

Men’s Soccer
5 - 7 - 4 (2 - 2 - 2 HCAC)
Oct 30
Defiance College
Rose-Hulman

41
31

1
2

Volleyball
19 - 9 (4 - 2 HCAC)
Oct 30
Allegheny College
Rose-Hulman

9
25

20
25

24
26

Oct 30
Denison University
Rose-Hulman

25
19

26
28

19
25

Oct 31
Ohio Wesleyan Univ.
Rose-Hulman

19
25

15
25

24
26

Nov 2—HCAC Semifinals
Bluffton University
Rose-Hulman

25
18

25
15

25
19

25
22

20
18

Rifle

Oct 30
Purdue University Invitational
West Lafayette, Ind.

2nd
of 7

Men’s Cross Country

Oct 30
HCAC Championship Meet
Versailles, Ky.

4th
of 10

Women’s Cross Country

Oct 30
HCAC Championship Meet
Versailles, Ky.

7th
of 10

Swimming & Diving

Oct 30
at Illinois Wesleyan University
Bloomington, Ill.
Ben Fuller • modulus photographer

Men — 1st
Women — 2nd

Giants are
World Series
Champions

After 56 years of title-less seasons, the
Giants claimed the World Series title
after winning the fifth game against
the Texas Rangers Monday night. Willie Mays led the Giants to the championship in 1954, and a number of losing
appearances in 1962, 1989, and 2002
helped build the anticipation for a victory for San Francisco. This is their
first World Series title since the Giants
moved west to San Francisco. Edgar
Renteria, who is considering retirement following this season, earned
the MVP title after batting a three-run
homer. It took seven innings to see
a score in the final game of the MLB
season, and Giants pitcher Tim Lincecum gave up only three hits in eight
innings and struck out ten Rangers in
the process. While fans in San Francisco showed their excitement through
the Series, television ratings were the
lowest ever this year, down 28% from
last year’s Yankees-Phillies series.

Randy Moss
86ed

Randy Moss was waived from the
Minnesota Vikings on Tuesday after
reports that such action would be
taken hit news services on Monday.
Teams had until late Wednesday afternoon to claim Moss, with the claim
going to the team with the worst record. The Buffalo Bills, who have yet
to win a game this season, had first
dibs on the 33 year old wide receiver,
followed by the Carolina Panthers and
the Dallas Cowboys. After 21 teams
passed on Moss, Jeff Fisher of the
Tennessee Titans decided to take a
chance and claimed the wide receiver.
Reports claim that the cut came after
Moss was openly critical of a catered
meal on Friday, alienating him from
the rest of the team, including coach
Brad Childress. Vikings owner Zygi
Wilf, who played a major role in acquiring Moss from the New England
Patriots, is unhappy with the way the
situation unfolded, and only Childress knows the true details of why
the player was released so suddenly.

Tiger Wood loses
#1 spot

“To become No. 1 you have to win
and win a lot to maintain it,” Tiger
Woods told the press this week. And
he failed to do just that this year. After five years as golf’s number one
player, Woods took a five-month
break from the sport to deal with his
much-publicized marital problems.
His play has suffered since the incident and has led to his worst season.
England’s Lee Westwood earned
his place in the top spot Sunday to
end Woods’ record 281 weeks at the
head of the list. The field is so strong
and the standings tight enough that
Woods, and close contenders Phil
Mickelson and Martin Kaymer could
end Westwood’s short reign as golf’s
best by the end of the week. Westwood is the first European to earn
the honor since Nick Faldo in 1994
and the thirteenth since the ranking system was initiated in 1986.

Flipside
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Issue 8
Wacky prof quotes
“In my head, 5 and 4 are
the same number.”
— Dr. Allen Holder.
So this means that in
your gradebook, a C
and an A are the same
grade. Right?
“If you don’t want to be
filthy dirty, don’t do
anything weird with
it.”
—Dr. Brackin with
advice that can be applied to many, many
areas of life.
“All the papers in this
class are oral; it saves
paper.”
—Dr. Martland. Next
in his environmental
crusade: invisible
homework.

The doom room dispatch
Bruce Coston
Prisoner of paperwork
Ah, the woes of Rose. I was
trying to relax the other day
and catch up on some Doctor Who, but all the while I
couldn’t help but think about
the homework I had yet to
complete. It wasn’t much and
the task wouldn’t have been
difficult, but the magnitude of
the work is almost negligible.
The daunting aspect of completing an assignment burned
in me like that of the gaze of the

entire ARA during lunch when
I’m trying to find where the flip
my friends disappeared to.
I can’t do anything leisurely
without feeling the burden of
studying that was, is, and is to
come. I’m constantly occupying my time with the drudgery
of attempting to do something
productive, or at least thinking
about said productivity. Enjoying myself at Rose seems to
be a sin against God.
Even when I’m doing homework, I feel like I should be doing MORE homework. Talk

about a guilt trip. With Rose
though, it’s more of a guilt safari, where my professors are
the hunters, the curriculum
is their gun, and the assignments, their ammunition. The
game? You guessed it. I, an innocent and model student, am
their sought-after target. My
head is to be mounted on their
office walls as a prized possession to be gawked at by other
scholarly teachers with identical schemes. Various majestic
parts of me are to be boiled
down into a soup and used as

a powerful aphrodisiac that’s
revered throughout the world
and illegal on 4.5 continents.
I guess I just have to get
used to the fact that Rose has
my huevos in a vice-like deathgrip, only to be released upon
graduation. So until then, I
hang up my cloak of freedom,
throw in my towel of liberty,
and kick off my dancing shoes
of bliss, for I go to Rose hyphen
Hulman!
Don’t count your chickens
before they’ve learned to climb
tree and/or ride bike.

“This thing is tied to
some kind of thing.”
— Dr. Wheeler, master
of specificity.
“Did you know that
tequila when frozen
looks exactly like mineral water?”
—Dr. Artigue. It
should be noted,
however, that mineral
water doesn’t taste
like regeret.

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

Top “10” Ten

Fawkes-Related Explosions in England on November 5

Things freshman can expect from
finals week
Matt Melton • Five-year finals survivor
Explosions

10. Ecstatic jubilation at the end of classes Friday night, followed by violent suppression of all noise starting Saturday at
noon.

Projected
Actual

1500

1529

1560

1590

1621

1651

1682

1713

1743

1774

1804

1835

9. CS’s to disappear the week before finals week, and then to be
playing video games for the entire duration of finals week. Note
to CS’s: you will experience the transition from pity to revulsion
in under 24 hours. Be warned.

1866

1894

1925

1955

1986

Year

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

8. Easy questions. For example: Name, Date, Class, and if
they’re really feeling tricky, Section.
7. Hard questions. For example: Describe the last miracle you
performed (originality is required. None of this walking on water, raising the dead malarkey.)

6. Sophomore class being replaced by zombies that look familNoël Spurgeon • humor editor iar, but whose faces are impossible to place.

Today we salute you, Mr. Anonymous Internet Vigilante. Every day, you surf the tubes, dutifully trolling and rolling your way through the tubes. Armed with Rick Astley in one tab and
a certain shock site in the other, you are at once scourge and savior of the interwebs. Sure,
in real life you may be a ninety pound weakling for whom opening cup noodles is difficult;
you may have spent most of your high school career growing very familiar with the interior
dimensions of your locker and the rapid disappearance of your lunch money, but given a
keyboard, you make the entire internet cower from your DDOS attacks, trolls, and your (dare
I say) elegant malware. You, however, are not all your profanity-filled, nudity-soaked exterior
suggests. You are, perhaps, the most even-handed force on the internet, drowning out rich
Nigerians and obscenely loud ads that tell me I’ve won a free Xbox/IPod/breast augmentation; you giveth as much as you taketh away. When you’re not terrorizing Gene Simmons or
eleven-year-old girls, you frustrate congressmen and hunt down people who do terrible things
to puppies. So here’s to you, Mr. Anonymous Internet Vigilante, for teaching us the most
important rule of the internet… not to make you angry.

5. Parties Wednesday and Thursday akin to MTV Movie Awards
after party, except with cheaper beer and fewer women.
4. 6,000 Facebook posts along the lines of “Finals owe me dinner.”
3. Four-hour long test slots for tests that take five hours (if
you’re lucky).
2. Open-book tests that you actually wish weren’t open-book.
1. The surge of relief that comes with the end of finals, and the
comforting knowledge that you only have to go through all this…
eleven more times.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I , like your congresscritter, deny, deny deny. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon, or someone who dresses very much like her. Hurrah! Elections are over! This means that I can have my television back, right? Oh, wait,
no... you’re gearing up for 2012 already. Well this stinks. Anyway, at least the quarter’s almost over! But that means exams... lot s and lots and lots of exams. You just can’t win around here. This week in Thorn: “It’s not the length of your words, it’s how you use them.”

